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A CoLONY ON THE MovE: GASPAR CAsTANO DE SosA's JouRNAL. By Albert H. Schroeder and DanS. Matson. Santa Fe: The School of American Research, I965. Pp. xii, I96. Index, illus., maps, bibliog., app. $6.50.
AFTER THE GRAND expedition to New Mexico by Coronado in I 540-I 542
there was a lull in exploration of our Southwest. But in the next forty
years Spanish settlers moved into Mexico's northern states opening mining
camps and establishing towns and ranches. The need for workers to develop
these new activities led some Spanish frontier captains to raid neighboring
Indian settlements to take slaves or forced laborers.
Coronado's experiences were not forgotten, nor were the two friars left
in New Mexico to become the first missionary martyrs in North America.
In I 56 I the Franciscan friars were urging Philip II to send an expedition into New Mexico under the leadership of Dr. Alonso de Zorita. The
latter petitioned the crown for this appointment. He wanted to take a
number of friars and one hundred soldiers with wages paid by the government, and an adequate salary for himself. (Zorita, Historia de la Nueva
Espana, Madrid, I9o9, pp. 425-3I).
In the meantime the Spanish authorities were trying to devise means of
putting an end to lawless frontier activities. In I 573 new laws or regulations for all future colonizations were issued in Spain and the authorities
were ordered to enforce them. Expeditions bent on conquest were forbidden. Peaceful spiritual penetration was the desired goal, long advoc~ted by
Father Bartolome de las Casas and other Indian defenders.
In I 580-I 582 Franciscan friars were able to obtain authorization to send
two small exploring expeditions into New Mexico. These groups, led by
captains Chamuscado and Espejo, explored much of the territory traveled
by Coronado forty years earlier and confirmed the previous reports of the
existence of well-organized Indian pueblos and rich mineral prospects. The
Spanish authorities were convinced that New Mexico should definitely be
colonized. It could be done by a private enterprise, but it had to have official sanction and conform to the new colonization laws. Among others
who sought appointment as leaders of colonizing parties were Espejo and
Heman Gallegos, the chronicler of the Rodriguez expedition of I 58o
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(George P. Hammond and Agapito Rey, The Rediscovery of New Mexico,
Albuquerque, I965, pp. I-?o).
In I 589 Luis de Carbajal, governor of Nuevo Le6n, was arrested by
orders of the Inquisition, and he appointed Lieutenant Governor Gaspar
Castano de Sosa as his substitute. In I 590 Castano decided to abandon the
town of Almaden (Monclova) and to organize his colony into an expedition .to seek their fortunes in distant New Mexico. The experiences of this
expedition are reported in a journal which forms the basis for the book
under review.
.
A Colony on the Move is divided into eight chapters. The first is devoted
to a general introduction and the other seven to an English translation of
Castano's journal, with extensive commentaries. Dr. Matson provided the
English translation and Dr. Schroeder the profuse notes and commentaries.
Since the latter are more extensive than the text of the journal the two are
presented in alternate paragraphs. First is printed a translation section detailing the land traversed on a given date. Schroeder's commentaries follow
in larger type. These ramblings deal with places and peoples met along
Castano's.route, campsites and matters of general interest.
There are three known versions of Castano's journal: one in the Rich
Collection in the New York Public Library, and two printed in Documentos ineditos de Indias, volumes 4 and I6. These versions seem to be
all copies of a common original, for they all coincide in errors of dates and
minor details. They differ only in slight variations in some spellings. The
text in the Rich Collection, used by S. and M., lacks a short paragraph of
the travel on February I4, 159I (p. I55) which is found in the other
copies.
It is curious that Castano's long-neglected journal should now come out
in two simultaneous English translations. George P. Hammond and the
present writer had long planned to include Castano's journal in The
Rediscovery of New Mexico, vol. 3 of the Coronado Historical Series
(University of New Mexico Press, Albuquerque, I965). We sent_ our
manuscript to the printers more than two years ago, but there were delays
at the press. While revising our suggested Castano route, we wrote to
Dr. Schroeder to see if he could shed some light on questionable identifications. Dr. Schoeder must have been as surprised on receiving our letter as
we were by his reply. He said he and Dr. Matson had been working on
Castano's journal for a long time and were about ready to go to press. He
reserved the information he had for their publication, which we considered
fair enough. He did advance his agreement with us that neither Chamuscado, Espejo or Castano could have visited Taos, as Miss Hull had suggested (Hammond to Schroeder, April I2, I963; reply by Schroeder, April
19,_ I963).
.
.
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This may seem an unfortunate duplication of effort but in reality it is
not; rather, the works complement .one another. Dr .. Schroeder, as an
archaeologist, goes to great length in trying to identify places and peoples
of New Mexico mentioned in the journal. In addition he gives much historical background on the pueblos, and other information of interest.
Castano's journal occupies only a small portion in our volume. We included not only that journal but Castano's letter to the Viceroy, Morlete's
report, and other documents to give a complete picture of the Castano expedition. Our volume contains also the reports and documents of previous
expeditions by Fr. Agustin Rodriguez and· Antonio de Espejo. We wanted
to provide the historian with as complete a· picture as we possibly could of
the three expeditions into New Mexico between the ones by Coronado in
I 540 and Onate in I 598.
· In the introduction Schroeder speaks of Castano as an "American Don
Quixote" who had been foiled by political jealousy (p. 17 ). Schroeder
gives too much credence to Alonso de Leon, who wrote a history of Nuevo
Leon in which he devotes a chapter to Castano, defending him and attributing all his troubles to Morlete, "an irascible man and not of good
disposition." The fact was that Castano set out on his expedition not only
without authorization, but after being cautioned not to move from Almaden. Captain Morlete brought Castano these orders from the Viceroy
and advised Castano to go to Mexico in person to seek authorization for his
entrada, and even offered to help him in his trip to the capital. In the
Viceroy's instructions to Morlete, Castano was described as a dangerous
man who had taken slaves and acted in defiance of authority.
Castano started out on July 27, I59o, from Almaden (Monclova),
Coahuila. His party, made up of the residents of the town, comprised some
I 70 people with some Indian servants and interpreters and about ten
carts with supplies. This was the first expedition to make use of wheeled
carts. The expedition marched north and crossed the Rio Grande in the
neighborhood of Del Rio, Texas. Some locate his crossing near the Big
Bend National Park. Then they found the Salado River (the Pecos) and
followed it until they reached the Indian pueblo of Pecos; from here they
crossed the Glorieta pass to visit Indian pueblos in the Galisteo Basin and
vicinity and along the Rio Grande. The expedition ended at Santo
Domingo where Captain Morlete, with orders to· arrest Castano, caught
up with him and returned him to Mexico in fetters. The journal ends here,
but other documents included in our volume reveal that Castano was tried
and found guilty and sentenced to six years service in the Philippines.
Attempts have been made to establish Castano's route and to identify the
places he visited. Dorothy Hull published a study on the subject in I9I6.
Some of her identifications have been rejected by later scholars, including
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Schroeder now, who in general follows her. Schroeder includes fifteen detailed sectional maps corresponding to areas covered by the Castano expedition. He tries to identify the campsites and places along the way, utilizing the works of Miss Hull and others and his own field studies. It is no
easy task. "The general lack of information concerning distances of travel
throughout the journal is a definite handicap when attempting to identify
geographic names . . . there is little by which one can determine the
specific localities" (p. 28). We too met the same obstacles in our attempts
to follow Castano on his meanderings. "The diarist almost never gives the
number of leagues marched each day, nor the direction, leaving the geographer to postulate his own theory of the route taken, based on such knowledge of the terrain as he might possess, and on the meager data in the
diary." (Hammond and Rey, The Rediscovery of New Mexico, note 6 of
Castano's journal). Schroeder has labored hard to establish an acceptable
Castano route with the meager information furnished by the journal.
Lacking positive identifications, he postulates and he, no doubt, will be
challenged in some cases, just as he challenges suggestions made by others
before him. Withal, Schroeder's suggested route is plausible and the most
detailed to date.
In his translation Dr. Matson tries to preserve the flavor of the Spanish
original, and as a result his English rendering is not always smooth. The
Spanish text at times is not clear nor the copyists too careful, making accurate English rendering difficult. There are obvious mistakes in the
original which the translator must interpret and correct. Here are a few
examples from Schroeder and Matson's work: P. 28, estero-"estuary,"
same as on p. 32, not to be confused with estera-matting. Estero del
V enado does not mean "Matting of the Deer" as suggested in the commentary. P. 43, barbacoa de masial-we read mescal: "roasted maguey" as
the meaning demands and as Schroeder (45) guesses it means. P. IOI, the
word guareres, whose meaning Schroeder tries to determine and explain, is
aguages (water holes or ponds) in our text. The meaning is clear and
needs no annotation. P. 118, mesquita-our text has mesquite. The timbers
covering the kiva seemed to be of mesquite trees. There is no relation with
mosque. Other examples could be cited to show the difficulties the translator has to overcome to make his work meaningful.
·
In general Dr. Matson gives a correct rendering of the Spanish text, although his translation is only an excuse for Schroeder's digressions. Schroeder summarizes the translated text and then adds his commentaries on the
language and contents of the text, or whatever hypotheses he deems pertinent. The resulting repetitions are not too objectionable.
·
·
Two general and fifteen sectional maps are a great help to Schroeder's
narrative. Through them the reader can follow Castano on his probable
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route. There are also a few modern pictures of places named in the text
and drawings of Pecos, one of the most important Indian pueblos in sixteenth-centiuy New Mexico. The volume closes with a list of people mentioned in the journal, about thirty-five in all, of the I 70 that formed
Castano's party. There are also a bibliography and a general index. The
bibliography lacks some works we found useful in our study: C. E.
Castaneda, Our Catholic Heritage (Austin, Texas, I936-58); Jack D.
Forbes, Apache, Navaho, and Spaniard (Norman, Okla., I96o); Philip W.
Powell, Soldiers, Indians, and Silver (Berkeley, I952); Edward H. Spicer,
Cycles of Conquest (Tucson, I962).
Schroeder and Matson have produced an attractive and interesting book;
a welcome addition to the growing list of serious studies of our Southwest.
University of Arizona
AcAPITo REY

THE MEXICAN MEsTA: THE ADMINISTRATION oF RANcHING IN CoLONIAL
MEXICO. By William H. Dusenberry. Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, I963. Pp. ix, 245· Illus., bibliog., index. $5.50.
THE MESTA was a Castilian institution that evolved during the Middle
Ages to deal with problems common to sheep raisers. Its growth and influence was fostered by the Crown who saw in the organization a convenient
source of income and a potential counterpoise to certain elements in the
realm that threatened to negate the centralizing tendency of the monarchy.
The mesta was, by the beginning of the sixteenth century, one of the
richest and most influential entities in Castile.
Of the many overseas kingdoms established in the New World by
Castile, only New Spain instituted a mesta organization. Professor Dusenberry's book tells the story of the institution's translation to the Indies, its
subsequent development, and its impact on ranching in North America.
The author's primary purpose in writing the book seems to have been to
refute statements made by Julius Klein, Helen Phipps, Walter P. Webb,
and C. H. Haring that the mesta was a relatively unimportant factor in
New Spain's political and economic life. Although Dr. Dusenberry admits
that the institution had slight impact in the area of government, he condudes that the mesta had far reaching consequences in the economic life
of the kingdom.
He contends that the organization operated to make stock raising much
more efficient and better regulated in New Spain than in other parts of
the Indies. Although a good outline of ranching operations in Mexico is
presented, the effect of the mesta on the manner in which ranching
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evolved is not convincingly demonstrated. It is, in fact, difficult to accept
his premise because, as the author admits, mesta officials had jurisdiction
over stock raisers only during semi-annual, and in some areas annual, meet"
ings of the organizations. During the remainder of the year, the industry
was regulated by regular royal and municipal officials. Furthermore the
author introduces no evidence concerning livestock operations in either
parts of the New World, and it is therefore impossible to make any meaningful comparisons.
Professor Dusenberry also attempts to tie in the formation of the large
landed estate to the influence of the mesta. Again no convincing evidence
is introduced~ He bases his conclusion chiefly on the fact that some of the
individuals who served as alcaldes de mesta, the highest ranking officials
of the organization in the New World, were also large landowners in the
Mexico City area. No explanation is offered as to how latifundia evolved
in as great, or in some cases greater, degree in other parts of the Indies as
in Mexico, without the aid of a mesta organization.
The main fault of the book, however, is that it creates a large number of
unanswered questions in the reader's mind. Over half the book is devoted
to such matters as branding, roundups, livestock thefts, and regulation of
the meat supply, none of which were significant aspects of the parent
institution. No explanation is offered for the reasons behind this modification in the functions of the mesta in the New World. There was also
obviously an important alteration in the administrative structure because
the highest mesta official in New Spain was the alcalde de mesta, a minor
functionary in the Castilian version of the organization. Again no attempt
is made to account for this· change. In addition, numerous references are
made to the ownership of livestock by Indians, but the author does not
address himself to the problem of what role, if any, they played in the
institution.
Eastern Kentucky State College
KEITH w. ALGIER

SouTHWESTERN ARcHAEOLOGY. By John C. McGregor. 2nd ed. Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 1965. Pp. vii, 511. Illus., bibliog., maps,
index. $9. 50.
THE. ORIGINAL EDITION of McGregor's Southwestern Archaeology appeared
in 1941. Although it was recognizedas having more data an~ inventories of
material tra~ts concerning the prehistory of the Southwest than any previous work, itwas criticised for being dogmatic, for containing one-sided
approache~ to controversial matters, and for making so.me statements that
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. lacked clarity or were inaccurate. Moreover, it was felt that it did not adequately cover the entire Southwest, but concentrated upon the state of
Arizona.
The second edition has been reorganized, up-dated, and somewhat enlarged, but it still contains some of the faults ascribed to the original
version. It still leaves much to be desired as a comprehensive general introduction to Southwestern archaeology. Some professional archaeologists
and students will find fault with it and the non-archaeologist may have
difficulty following the detailed, sometimes complicated and repetitious
listing of items and events of Southwestern culture history. The author
has attempted to expand the book to provide a better coverage of all of the
Southwest.
The volume is divided into two parts. The first reviews the environmental setting of the Southwest, the history of Southwestern archaeology,
the aims and methods of archaeology, and the systems of classifying and
dating archaeological sequences. The second and major part of the book
describes the culture history of the southwestern part of the United States.
McGregor has divided this discussion into twelve periods of cultural evolution, beginning about 13,ooo years ago and continuing into the Historic
Period.
The second edition of Southwestern Archaeology has been most revised
and brought up to date regarding the ancient cultures referred to by McGregor as the "Early People." This reflects the numerous advances during
the last twenty-four years in our knowledge of the early Big Game Hunters and the possessors of the Desert Culture. The major sedentary cultures,
the Mogollon, Hohokam, and Anasazi are traced through their accomplishments stage by stage as are the cultures peripheral to the major developments.
In the first edition of the book each major Southwestern culture was
followed from beginning to end-or present state-in chronological order.
The new edition rearranges this material into the periods mentioned above.
The several cultures extant during each successive period are considered in
an attempt to give the reader a better general view of the Southwest at '
each of the stages proposed by McGregor and to point out relationships
which existed between cultures at various points in their development.
In the frequent restating or synthesizing of detailed factual information,
some confusion of meaning, discrepancies in nomenclature, and lack of
continuity are introduced. It is here also that statements are made which
support only one view of matters which currently are believed may have
resulted from alternative causes by most Southwestern archaeologists.
The book has numerous illustrations which supplement the text. They
are of varying quality. This reviewer objects to drawings and maps which
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show an outline of an artifact or site map and only include the details of a
small section of the implement or omit much of the architectural features
of the ruin. The bibliography is extensive, but it is not up to date in some
areas and contains some inaccuracies.
Southwestern Archaeology still contains more general description of the
elements and events of Southwestern prehistory than any other book on the
subject, but in my estimation it could have been improved by more careful
writing, by more comprehensive discussions, and by the.inclusion of more
theoretical interpretations of archaeological data.
University of Colorado
RoBERT H. LISTER

IRON HoRsEs OF THE SANTA FE TRAIL. By E. D. Worley. Dallas: Southwest
Railroad Historical Society, I965. Pp. 48o, DI28. Illus., diagrams.
$2o.oo.
EvERY AUTHOR of historical material whose concern is for factual material and anecdota deriving from a wide variety of often obscure repositories
knows that one of the anguishes of his calling is the wealth of important
and relevant data that is certain to tum up the week after the publication
of a given book. In the field of illustrative books this occupational hazard
is even more calamitous. Rare and beautiful photographs that would have
added inestimably to his layouts, with all the certainty of death and taxes
begin coming to hand immediately the book is out of the bindery.
"If I'd only known you wanted it, I could have laid hands on a wonderful collection that is right up your alley," is one of the saddest tales of
tongue or pen. Auction catalogues teem with source material an author
would happily have expended his eyeteeth to possess six months earlier.
If any measures can be taken to avoid these buffets of fate, they were
devised by the committee on publications of the Southwest Railroad Historical Society. Possessed of almost limitless resources of patience and devotion, the compilers of this monumental tribute to the golden age of railroading along the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe started all over again on
their project every time a new locomotive class was rumored and found to
be true, or that hitherto unsuspected tracings of fireboxes and valve gear
came to light in the chief engineer's attic in Topeka. The total number of
revisions undertaken by E. D. Worley, the author, and Everett De Colyer,
chairman of the publications board, staggers the imagining. Their labors
and frustrations paled those of Sisyphus in comparison.
This truly massive compendium with its total of 6o6 pages embraces the
staggering total of 260 official and approved classes of locomotive power
listed by the carrier itself to which the authors added another twenty
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classes which, if one reads the screed aright, were unknown to the motive
power department itself. On repeated occasions new and important discoveries came to light after the book's publication had been scheduled and
all too often after production had actually been ·commenced. It is known
among The Faithful of the railroad fraternity that at least once type metal
on an extensive scale had to be returned to the melting pot and the entire
project started afresh.
The result of these frustrations and almost limitless devotion on the part
of a number of interested parties has resulted in what must without any
evasion be hailed as the most nearly definitive compilation of statistics covering the motive power of any major carrier in the record of steam and
Diesel railroading. From the first day of the Santa Fe's primordial operations out of frontier Kansas until the immediate here and now, somewhat
better than 3,500 locomotives of all types of combustion and wheel arrangement have run over the company's iron. Every well-defined type or redaction is represented here photographically and every single locomotive is
accounted for in its appropriate category.
Because of the wide variety of landscape covered in the railroad's 13,ooo
miles of track and the enormous Hexibility in available horsepower demanded by the wildly various types and densities of traffic, almost every
locomotive type and classification known to American railroad practice
was at one time or another in service on the Santa Fe. Conventional
operational practice assigned a locomotive of appropriate type and handy
availability to each separate run on the trainmaster's sheet. Low-wheeled,
heavy-duty and often slow-moving Silurian monsters handled. the heavy
freight loads. Jaunty high wheelers of aristocratic breeding with hundred
mile an hour cruising capacities powered the name varnish runs that became synonymous with Santa Fe luxury and expedition. It was. when, for
reasons of expediency or availability, inappropriate motive power appeared
on the head end of a consist or an exotic combination of types that connoisseurs were of good cheer and photographers reached for their Speed
Graphics. A humble Prairie type steam engine helping The Chief with the
latest thing in 5,ooo horsepower Diesels out of San Bernardino gladdened
the heart of the beholder. So did an all but obsolete Atlantic running as
helperto one of the carrier's magnificent king size 4-8-4's which could make
the run all the way from Chicago to. Los Angeles without change of
engines.
All these fine things and many more are represented in the 1 ,2oo photographs in "Iron Horses of the Santa Fe," but beautiful illustrations are not
the objective of the book. As Everett De Colyer of the De Colyer Foundation at Dallas, who in actual fact masterminded the whole production,
stresses in the front matter, it is a technical book aimed at the appreciation
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of the subclassification of railroad aficionados known as "nuts and bolts"
and not at the more liberal categories embracing students of the social history and folklore of the high iron. If the art that has been incorporated by
the· authors is seductive, this is merely incidental. Some very mediocre
photographs have been included simply because they represented the subject and no better ones were at hand.
Although the overall credit for the book is assigned to E. D. Worley, a
Santa Fe conductor; it is no secret that other hands shared in its grand
design, notably those of Dean Hale, occupationally editor of "The Gas
Journal," the oldest trade magazine in America, and John B. McCall.
Layouts were made by Hale and captions by a variety of recruits from the
membership of the Southwest Railroad Historical Society under whose imprimatur "Iron Horses" appears. It may be remarked, not necessarily in
derogation, but in passirig, that most of the caption writers felt that trains
and engines "thundered." They thunder enough for an August electrical
storm along the South Platte.
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That all the steam of the membership of this confraternity has not been
expended on the passes of the Raton and the Cajon in the book here appraised, is suggested by the Society's next project, already under way in
the form of a history of passenger cars, depots, Harvey Houses and name
passenger trains of the same carrier. William Allen White once remarked
that the nicest thing that ever happened to Kansas was the Santa Fe Railroad. Perhaps the nicest thing, at least in recent years, that has happened
to the Santa Fe itself is the Southwest Railroad Historical Society.
Virginia City, Nevada
Lucms BEEBE

THE LIFE AND DEATH oF JoHN HENRY TuNSTALL. Edited by Frederick W.
·Nolan. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1965. Pp. xvi,
480. Illus., maps, bibliog. $6.oo.
THE AUTHOR states that this book is supplementary rather than comprehensive; a judgment which can well be applied to many of the books dealing
with Lincoln County affairs. Ash Upson created an historical disservice in
attempting to raise a comparatively minor figure, about whom he knew
little, into a fitting target for Pat Garrett's gun. William McCarty-AntrimBonney became a controversial character with friends and detractors stretching, distorting and sometimes inventing facts in order to prove their point;
even attempting to raise him from the dead. This book deals with a more
significant participant; one of the central figures in the dispute which
brought up the factional war.
John Henry Tunstall sailed from England in August 1872 in order to
seek his fortune in America. After three years as a clerk in a business in
which his father owned an interest in Victoria, British Columbia, he investigated the possibilities of establishing a sheep ranch in California but,
finding the best ranges already occupied, he came to New Mexico, arriving in November 1876. Following his original intention, he located a site
near the head of the Feliz River and purchased several hundred head of
cattle. Unfortunately, he decided to expand his interests by opening a store
in Lincoln, hoping to obtain lucrative contracts for furnishing grain and
supplies for Fort Stanton and the nearby Apache Indian agency. This enterprise threatened not only the interests of L. G. Murphy and Co. of
Lincoln, but of numerous other individuals, many of whom occupied official positions in the territorial and even in the national government.
Official harassment was followed by more direct methods. Tunstall was
shot and his store looted. John P. Tunstall, the father, attempted to obtain
redress for loss of property and punishment of the murderers through the
Department of State but without success.
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This book is based upon selections from the letters written by Tunstall
from America to members of his family in England and from his diary
which was, unfortunately, discontinued before his arrival in New Mexico.
Supplementary material was obtained by research of contemporary newspapers and official records. The principal source is, of course, biased but
the author has attempted to present the facts fairly. Numerous notes, some
biographical, amplify statements made in each chapter. Especially valuable
is a chronology inserted in the appendix. The book is well planned and
written and attractively printed on good paper. It can be read with great
interest by all who are interested in Lincolniana, or indeed, in New Mexico history.
Duplication of names, the bane of every researcher, has caused one error. The biography (p. 233) applies to some other of the several John
Rileys in the district after I862, not to the John H. Riley of Lincoln who
was born in I 849. Otherwise, nothing worthy of criticism was found by
this reviewer.
Mesilla Park, N.M.
ADLAI FEATHER

RAwHIDE TEXAS• By Wayne Gard. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, I965. Pp. xii, 236. Illus., bibliog., index. $5·95·
Wayne Card's seventh book could be called Everything I Know about
Texas. It is a rich and varied collection of every sort of information about
the early Texans and how they lived. It could have been written only by a
seasoned historian who has steeped himself for many years in the lore of
the country, written and oral. Probably making use of a thirty-year accumulation of miscellaneous files, it skims the cream off the history of pioneer
times in the Southwest and offers a sound introduction to the subject
proposed in the Foreword: 'What makes the Texan tick?"
Several of the chapters restate briefly and informally what Mr. Gard has
had to say in earlier books-on Sam Bass the bandit, on Steel Dust the great
quarter horse, on Frontier Justice, on the Chisholm Trail. The others offer
much fresh material along with the traditional stories. Take, for instance,
the first chapter called "Eye on the Weather." It assembles a fine collection
of folk beliefs, tall tales, and historic incidents about northers, tornadoes,
rain makers, and the Galveston storm of I900 (which "took at least six
thousand lives").
The chapters which follow tell about Indians, life on the plantations, the
struggles and successes of cattlemen and sheepmen, the contribution of
lawyers, doctors, and preachers to pioneer life. There is even a chapter
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devoted to "Culture on the Ranges" which gives a quick overview (per·
haps too quick) of early-day music, painting, and writing.
A vast amount of miscellaneous information is brought together under
these headings, things which are surprising even when they are not important. It is a fact that Tom Neal of Uvalde shipped out 15,ooo javelina
hides in 1936·37; that the State Capitol in Austin was built in exchange for
3,o5o,ooo acres of land in the Texas Panhandle; that ice making began in
San Antonio during the Civil War; that fighting cocks are weighed before
a match and must not differ more than two ounces; that "camp-meeting
babies" were once common in the state; that the fightingest people in the
early days were newspaper editors.
We learn from all Mr. Card's accumulated facts that life was precarious
and exciting a century ago, full of hardships and violence; He teaches us
also, as Carl Sandburg did in The People, Yes, that the frontier American's
greatest resource was his sense of humor. When times were hardest he always saw the funny side. During the drouth of I 886 potatoes were cooked
in the ground and workmen were said to carry salt with them so they could
eat without going home for dinner. The people at San Angelo "complained
less about losing their cattle and sheep than about the lack of creek water
to mix with their corn whisky and tarantula juice." When the vegetation
all diied up and blew away, the birds, they said, started building their nests
with barbed wire.
The book is not intended to be a weighty work of scholarship and there
is no formal documentation. Mr. Gard seems to be striving for an effect of
relaxation and good humor even when he is talking about the most gruesome subjects, and wants to give his reader a perspective rather than an accumulation of facts. Thanks to long experience in writing, as a historian
and as a writer for the Dallas News, he succeeds admirably in carrying out
his intention. His book reads easily, holds interest, and brings an important
segment of American history into perspective.
Texas Western College
C. L. SoNNICHSEN

KEEPERS OF THE PAsT. Edited by Clifford L. Lord. Chapel Hill: The
University of North Carolina Press, 1965. Pp. 241. $6.oo. ·
Tms COLLECTION of eighteen essays is classified into the historical society,
the public archive, the historical museum, the special collection, and the
historic site. The editor capably introduces these essays with a brief explanation of the movement for historic preservation in the United States,
and a statement of his reasons for selection of the biographical sketches included.
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Interest in preserving records of the historical past can be traced to early
colonial times but, in an organized form, dates from the founding of the
Massachusetts Historical Society in 1791. Development of this interest has
grown principally because of the dedicated efforts of a relative few rather
than because of wide popular support. Today thes~ efforts have their
reward, and nearly every state has at least one state-wide historical society
as well as state, county, and municipal archives. There is also a growing
trend toward county and municipal historical societies.
Of particular interest is the observation that historic preservation is
something most people could do without if they had to. Thus, the movement has been singularly responsive to depressions. Conversely, it has
beenresponsive to patriotic enthusiasm. As nationalism hit its stride in the
middle period of the nineteenth century, historical societies increased in
number and site preservation became popular. The Centennial of Independence in 1876 b~ought increased interest. Demarids for man power,
time, and money during World War II caused drastic but temporary
curtailment of such activities. The days of the Cold War witnessed a rise
to new heights "when for the first time America and its accepted way of
life faced a powerful, continuing, subverting, hostile challenge."
A book of this type risks the appearance of being composed of readily
available material. Such is not the case here. The selections are carefully
consideredin relation to total impact on historic preservation. Geographicallyconsidered are Massachusetts, New York, Wisconsin, Washington,
D.C., Alabama, North Carolina, New Mexico, California, Virginia, and
Texas. This list is selective, but the book makes no pretense of being a
compendium; It is, rather, a collection of typical and significant examples.
of the historic preservation movement in the United States.
.. ·.
Of special interest to New Mexicans is the. study of Edgar Lee Hewett
by James Taylor Forrest. Hewett was largely responsible for the founding
of the Museum of New Mexico in Santa Fe, and was its director from
1909 until his death in 1946. During this time his archaeological contributions were significant at such sites as Mesa Verde, Puye, Rito de los
Frijoles, Quarai, Pecos, Abo, and Jemez. Through his own enthusiasm and
efforts. he did much to arouse in the people of New Mexico interest in their
limitless archaeological treasures.
While it may be considered conventional not to include an index in
collected essays, this reviewer always deplores that oversight. Without this
aid to ready use, books too often tend to find a static plac('! on a shelf. Few
persons have the time or inclination tocompile their own index.
Historical Society of New Mexico

VIcTOR WEsTPHALL, President
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PuBLIC ScHooL EDUCATION IN NEw MExico. By Tom Wiley. Albuquerque: Division of Government Research, The University of New Mexico,
1965. Pp. I 58. $4·75·
Tom Wiley's book is subtitled "Administrative and. Financial Controls
Over Public School Education in New Mexico"; this subtitle more nearly
describes the contents of the book. Although several attempts have been
made to write a history of education in New Mexico, the fact is it will be a
long time before enough scholarship is available upon which to base a
comprehensive educational history of the state. What is needed now is a
series of "lesser" histories dealing with specific problems: chiefly, histories
of the counties, histories of the several periods in New Mexico's development, and histories by "problems." Tom Wiley's book is a step in the right
direction.
And yet I have difficulty placing the book. Wiley was at one time State
Superintendent of Public Instruction; admittedly he is an administrator
not an educational historian. At bottom, his purpose is didactic; yet the
moral he wishes to point Bows from the facts of history rather than from
the prejudices of the author. Not only is this approach refreshing, it is also
significant in the sense that it marks the difference between an historical
document and a memoir.
Americans sometimes behave as if there were two distinct American
school systems: the one the man's world of politics and financing, the
other the woman's world of the classroom, teaching, and the child. Bringing these two worlds together in some minds is an extremely difficult task,
and many Americans find it virtually impossible to admit that what happens in the one world is immediately felt in the other. This illusion of two
separate worlds is fostered by a governmental structure which is also
divided into two parts. The one:
. . . for the purpose of serving the people in every governmental
respect, except education.
The other channel of government, also deriving its origin and
authority from the people, is the public educational system of the
nation. This channel sometimes runs very close to the other, but it is
distinct and generally has been kept intact. Whenever this channel
mingles with the other, the waters may become muddied and the issues become confused (p. I2o).
Quite obviously, money Bows into the school system-and is controlledby the first part of this divided governmental structure, while teaching is
carried out in the second part.

BOOK REVIEWS

75

This is Wiley's point of departure, and he builds his case, historically,
from the discussions which preceded the entrance of New Mexico into the
Union in 1912, which laid the groundwork for the present-day public
school system. The details of these discussions do not concern us here.
They are recorded in the book. What does concern us is the fact that New
Mexico passed from territorial status to statehood without a historical tradition of public education like that of the eastern United States. And,
ironically, although New Mexico was still underdeveloped in the sense
that its communities were widely scattered and small, it nevertheless felt
the effects of certain modern forms of power and influence like the railroads. Also a problem for the new State, but barely touched on by Wiley,
was the Spanish-American and Indian cultures which had also failed to
establish an educational tradition, but which were determined to protect
themselves from the onslaughts of Anglo-Protestantism.
These things come together to produce a school system that was thoroughly decentralized, ironically, at the very time when the rest of the
nation was entering upon a period of centralization and mass culture. It
comes as no surprise then, that the decentralized school system soon found
that it was incapable of dealing with the administrative and financial
problems arising out of a "system" of public education for the twentieth
century. The main problem seems to have been the unequal distribution
of funds, and the hoarding of funds by district superintendents.
The various "Committees" and "Study Groups" called by the Governor,
and the modifications of the state financial system have not completely
solved the problem of financing New Mexico's schools. But most importantly, Wiley argues, merely providing more money will not solve the problems
of the future. Financial problems in education need to be attacked at their
roots by developing an administrative structure which is appropriate to the
environment and the social structure it is intended to serve: "The organizational pattern that works best in reaching educational objectives is the best"
(p. I 55), Wiley says; meaning that one cannot decide in advance whether
one should have a thoroughly centralized or decentralized system, but
rather one should work out the "organizational pattern" in time and space
and in the face of the particular historical, social, and economic imperatives of the State.
Whether or not Tom Wiley has properly used the principles of history
to point his moral is a matter for a proseminar in historiography. But it is
my view that this book cannot be ignored by anyone who wants to understand the forces which have shaped public education in New Mexico, and
that it cannot be ignored by anyone who wants to write about educational
history in the state, not only because it brings together some of the evidence
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of New Mexico educational-financial history, but also because coming
from the hand of a. former Superintendent of Public Instruction, it is itself
a document which must be measured against the facts of our state's educational history.
University of New Mexico
ALBERT W. VocEL

